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Washington,            DC- This week, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)            announced that it will hold a workshop and roundtable in Rapid City            and Pine Ridge July 27th-29th of this year as part of its efforts through            the Indian Telecommunications Initiative (ITI) to seek the input of            tribal leaders on telecommunications issues and increase the availability            of broadband for tribes across the country. 
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“Enhancing communications            capacity is an important part of improving the quality of life and encouraging            economic development in Indian Country,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said.            “The sheer size and remote location of reservations in South Dakota            present unique challenges to broadband deployment and underscore the            need to develop effective strategies for increasing telecommunications            coverage in Indian Country.”
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According to the            FCC, this multi-faceted workshop and roundtable will focus on ways to            expand the deployment of new broadband technologies in Indian Country.            The first day in Rapid City, South Dakota, will have sessions discussing            an overview of telecommunications law, and the technology of telecommunications.            
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The following day            will focus on the importance of broadband technology in rural and tribal            areas, what some tribes are doing to obtain broadband, and what more            can be done to expand broadband deployment on tribal lands. Day two            will also feature a keynote address by FCC Acting Chairman Michael J.            Copps. 
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The event will culminate            on day three with a tour of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Reservation in nearby            Pine Ridge. Representing another important building block for a national            broadband plan, ITI South Dakota will feature opportunities for FCC            staff to interact with tribal officials, staff from other government            agencies, as well as tribal citizens, and hear about issues and challenges            faced by tribes in securing and expanding broadband access in tribal            communities.
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